Transfarmation

Mercy for Animals, a farmer-led movement for a better food system, “helping farmers transition from industrial animal agriculture operations to raising crops for human consumption.” (https://thetransfarmationproject.org/)

The Transfarmation Project sponsored by Mercy for Animals is “assisting two sites, one former chicken farm and one former pig farm, where farmers will work hand in hand with Transfarmation to convert their entire barns for mushroom and specialty-crop cultivation. 

Hog farmer Tanner Faaborg hopes his family farm’s conversion will help guide other CAFO farmers to switch to regenerative farming.  Photo: Annick Sjobakken for The New York Times

The New York Times has articles about each of these “transformation hubs” at https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/14/climate/hog-farm-iowa-rewild.html and https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/29/climate/factory-farming-transfarmation-project.html.

Christopher Leonard, author of The Meat Racket and former Associated Press agriculture reporter, said that farmers “end up taking orders from a big company like Tyson Foods in the same way a serf might be tied to a lord many, many years ago.” 

“Most farmers who raise chickens do so on a contract basis for major meat companies. But many farmers consider themselves indentured servants in these relationships. They take on massive debt, often struggle to pay it off, and have little to no control over their operations.” 

The Center for a Livable Future at Johns Hopkins University has published a book entitled What If CAFOs were History? The Rise of Regenerative Farming, which explains the need for replacing industrial agriculture with a new vision of our food production system that sustains the soil instead of depleting it. 

The book is available as a free pdf at https://clf.jhsph.edu/about-us/news/news-2023/new-book-offers-vision-how-regenerative-agriculture-can-help-transform-food. 

